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Alumni and Friends of Williams College, 

This semester marks the first anniversary of the Williams College Society for Conservative 

Thought. In just one year, our progress in promoting intellectual diversity, academic freedom, and liberal 

education has surpassed all our initial expectations. As the only formal conservative student organization 

on campus, we have become the hub of conservative intellectual life at Williams. This year, we hosted 

numerous student meetings and seven well-attended public events on topics spanning from conservative 

intellectual history to affirmative action. Our guest speakers included political commentators and public 

policy professionals, a former counsel to the U.S. Supreme Court, a former U.S. Representative, a former 

chairman of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, and the nation’s leading historian of American 

conservatism. Our website event write-ups received over 1,800 visits and video recordings of our events 

were viewed over 900 times. In support of academic freedom and free intellectual expression, our 

members have been elected to the College Council, joined student-faculty committees, presented at 

several student and alumni events, and engaged with President Mandel and numerous college 

administrators. Four group members attended regional conferences hosted by the Intercollegiate Studies 

Institute and two students were awarded ISI summer honors fellowships. These campus initiatives 

garnered media coverage in the Intercollegiate Review and the New York Times. 

Though much progress has been made, still more work remains. Recently, hundreds of Williams 

students signed a petition asserting that free speech and open intellectual inquiry on campus is evidence 

of “ideological anxiety” and “discursive violence.” Now that President Mandel has formed a committee to 

develop new policies regarding free expression and inclusivity, the presence of organized and active 

conservative students at Williams is of heightened importance. 

Alumni engagement remains pivotal to our campus efforts. Your ongoing support ensures that 

young generations of Williams students become educated defenders and champions of the high ideals 

that we share. If you would like to become involved or learn more, please contact me at 

jjd6@williams.edu. Our website, wcsct.org, is regularly updated with news of our latest events and 

activities. 

Sincerely, 

John J. DiGravio ‘21 
Founder & President 
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